
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Fractured Wholeness” is the name of our current sermon series during the season of Lent. The 
mural being painted in front of the sanctuary, the art pieces and the quilt in the hallway are all part of the 
Lenten journey we are taking together. Today’s theme, “Known. Heard. Seen.” is the fourth sermon in the 
series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
        Growth Groups
        Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry
     
Monday:
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: Upcoming Events:
Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

March 21-26: 
Easter Week

March 27: 
Easter Sunday

April 3: 
Aldersgate Alive



   When you have finished your spring cleaning, please bring your gently used 
items to one of the UMW storage buildings located on the church property. 
The KEYS are in the church office.  Office hours are Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to noon and Monday through Thursday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  
If the office is not open please call me at (325)725-0517 or (325) 701-4652. I 
also have the  KEYS, and I will arrange to meet you when the office is closed.
   UMW currently is collecting clothes, household items, large and small 
appliances, seasonal decorations, yard tools and  toys. You name it and we 
will take it. These items will be sold at the Annual Rummage Sale during 
the first weekend in October.  A portion of the profits are donated to local 
charities, however, most of the money goes to Aldersgate ‘s missional efforts.
    Your donations are APPRECIATED and NEEDED.  You are the KEY to a 
successful Rummage Sale for 2016!!! — Katrina Robinson

Aldersgate Alive: Stepping Out of the Pew   
    Only four weeks remain until our “stepping out of the pew” event for every Aldersgate member. Mark 
your calendars for Sunday, April 3, 2016, at 9:30 a.m., and watch for an informational brochure to follow!  

Senior Ministry: Information and Sign-up 
  “Good Evening. You may wonder why you just wandered in here.”
   The great thing about being a senior adult is you have more time to do all 
the things you always wanted to do. We are a widely diverse group with a wide 
range of interests and needs. This new ministry will address these needs.
    On Sunday, March 13, during the Sunday School hour, we will have sign-up 
sheets for several areas of our new ministry, including Homebound Ministry, 
Prayer Support, Hospitality and Publicity. Plus, there will be a place for you to 
indicate the things that you would like to do.
    Sign-ups will take place in the main hallway. People already on the team will 
be there to answer questions and help. We encourage you to volunteer and 
look forward to this ministry as we get started. — Reed Justus

UMW: KEYS to Clean Closets, Garage and Kitchen Cabinets



Fractured Wholeness: 
Known. Heard. Seen.

Exodus 3:1-10
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

YAHWEH – Promise of divine presence

Immanuel – God with us

False Narratives: God is absent in our suffering: God even causes our suffering.

True Narrative: God is present in our suffering, and assures us of deliverance. 

                           “Child, don’t you know by now, I would never ever leave you hanging?

                                 Child, don’t you know by now, I would never leave you high and dry?”

                                                                                                        Tim Palmer, Child



Fractured Wholeness: Known. Heard. Seen.
Growth Group Questions 

Week 8: March 6 - March 12

1. Can you recall a time in your childhood when you felt quite desperate or had a 
    pressing need, and someone (perhaps a parent or guardian) acted on your behalf and 
    helped the situation?

2. How did God speak to you through this sermon?

3. In his sermon, Kyle relates God’s Hebrew name, YAHWEH, to a promise of divine 
    presence. Do you believe that God really is fully present to you, seeing, hearing, and 
    knowing your situations and emotions? What might prevent you from realizing God’s 
    presence?

4. Have you ever caught yourself living in the narrative which states that the presence 
    of suffering means the absence or even cursing of God? Why do you think you might 
    be tempted to believe that narrative?

5. Read Psalm 139, paying special attention to verses 7-12. Have you ever imagined that 
    there are some places that God is not willing to go? How does it make you feel that God 
    promises to meet you even in the pit of death?



Growth Group Questions Continued

6. In Matthew 1:18-23, the gospel writer connects Isaiah’s prophecy of Emmanuel to 
    the birth of Jesus, and continues with this theme throughout the rest of the gospel 
     story. Emmanuel means “God with us.” Why was it so important for God to physically 
    demonstrate his presence with humanity through the person of Jesus?

7. In Exodus 3:8, God’s intention to rescue the Israelites from slavery in Egypt is made 
    very clear. Do you believe that God also intends to deliver us from suffering as well? 
    Do you think we will always be able to predict or understand God’s work to deliver 
    us from suffering?

8. Are you giving up anything for Lent or taking up any new practices? How would you 
   describe your experience? And in what ways are you reminded that God is present 
   with you?

9. Take a moment to sit quietly and reflect upon Tim’s song, “Child.” Close your eyes, 
   open your hands towards the sky, or do whatever you need to help you relax and 
   focus. What is your response to this song? Is this your narrative of God?



     Back by popular demand, the Wednesday night Bible Study for High School students has resumed. We 
will seek to continue to grow in discipleship, fellowship and leadership. We currently meet at Mezamiz 
coffee shop from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. You are 
not obligated to buy anything to be a part of 
the group, but the option is there. They have 
fantastic coffee and brownies! 
   Next Sunday, March 13, the youth will not 
meet, as many of us will be headed to Colorado 
early the following morning. Wednesday night 
Bible Study also will not meet during Spring 
Break.
      For those who are looking ahead to Summer, 
a few dates have been added to the calendar. 
Mystery Ramble will take place on June 13-15, 
and Camp Eagle will take place on July 1-4.  
                       — Daniel Mathis

    At first glance, the photo to the left could 
be judged as bleak. The ground on the 
corner of South 19th and Amarillo Street 
is dark and empty. When I look at the 
photo, however, I see nothing but promise 
because I trust that God’s work through 
nature can transform that empty lot into 
the Open Door Community Garden, just 
as it does every year, with some hard work 
from the people of Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church. Tradition tells us that 
Christians long have observed Good 
Friday by planting seeds and bulbs in their 
gardens. We find so much symbolism in 
burying the seed, just as Jesus lay covered 

in the tomb, knowing that life will spring anew. This year, as part of Aldersgate’s observance of Holy Week, 
you are invited to come to the garden and to hold tight to God’s promise to scatter the darkness with light. 
The work will begin with a blessing of the land at 10 a.m. on Friday, March 25. Then, we will all get to work, 
planting seeds and bulbs in rows, in raised beds and in keyhole gardens. All ages and skill levels are welcome 
as we enjoy God’s good creation, the fellowship of our community and the promise that God is always at 
work, making all things new! Grace and Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz

Open Door: How the Garden Grows 

Youth Ministry: Wednesday Night High School Bible Study



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           2.28.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $11,143.96
Received This Month-to-Date = $71,187.96
Received Year-to-Date = $139,481.25
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $10,007.32

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 208
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 183

Total Worship Service Attendance = 391
Sunday School = 184 



In the Word: Prayer      
by Pastor Steve

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

March 6:   Joshua 5-8, Psalm 66
March 7:   Joshua 9-12, Psalm 67
March 8:   Joshua 13-21 (Skim), 
                    Psalm 68
March 9:   Joshua 22-24, Psalm 69
March 10: Judges 1-3, Psalm 70, 
                    Video: Judges
March 11: Judges 4-5, Psalm 71
March 12: Judges 6-8, Psalm 72

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

     Now when Daniel learned that the decree had 
been published, he went home to his upstairs 
room where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his 
knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just 

as he had done before.  –Daniel 6:10
     Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears my 
voice.  –Psalm 55:17
    Seven times a day I praise you for your righteous laws. –Psalm 
119:164
    Prayer: breath prayer, silent prayer, formal prayer, informal prayer, 
private prayer, public prayer, welcoming prayer, opening prayer, 
leaving prayer, the Lord’s prayer, the prayer of St. Francis, prayer 
with words, prayer without words, prayer with other people’s words, 
mealtime prayer, prayer of confession, invocation. This is a list of 
different types of prayer that I came up with just off the top of my 
head. I am certain there are many more. What would you add to the 
list? I suppose if we prayed in all these ways each day, we would truly 
be praying without ceasing (I Thessalonians 5:17)!
   One more type of prayer is called fixed-hour prayer, also known as 
The Daily Office. Fixed-hour prayer has been central to the people of 
God since the beginning. It encourages us to open and keep open our 
heart regularly to the presence and work of God in our lives and in 
the world. Fixed-hour prayer is not about us taking more time to ask 
God for more. It is for us to slow down and deepen our connection 
with God in the midst of the nitty-gritty of day-to-day life and to get 
in touch with how God already is at work in and through us, blessing 
us to be a blessing to the world. Lent affords us the opportunity to 
learn about this ancient practice and to consider how we might be 
more consistent in opening our hearts to God throughout the day.  
    During Holy Week (March 21st – 25th), we are going to gather for 
fixed-hour prayer in the Chapel from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. We will 
pray in silence, through responsive readings, and through scripture. 
It will be a quiet and meditative time as we prepare to remember 
the suffering and death of Jesus. Also, please consider reading one of 
the books below about fixed-hour prayer: Praying with the Church 
by Scot McKnight, Common Prayer by Shane Claiborne, In Constant 
Prayer by Robert Benson. I am certain, that this spiritual practice will 
be a blessing to you!


